
Table B-56.  Male full-time graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in all

institutions, by detailed field: 1991-1998

Field 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 193,540 200,824 200,790 197,428 191,201 187,133 183,306 181,205

..............Total, science and engineering fields 185,090 191,791 190,864 186,675 179,834 174,783 170,168 167,620

...............................................Sciences, total 123,739 128,029 128,266 126,686 123,556 120,758 117,094 114,843

...............................Physical sciences, total 22,845 23,173 22,888 22,277 21,238 20,413 19,458 19,050
.................................................Astronomy 641 659 658 732 657 630 564 566

..................................................Chemistry 11,404 11,482 11,465 11,309 11,022 10,837 10,402 10,283
......................................................Physics 10,727 10,945 10,658 10,093 9,431 8,839 8,386 8,086

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 73 87 107 143 128 107 106 115

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 7,197 7,588 7,815 7,676 7,387 6,955 6,676 6,386
...............................Atmospheric sciences 682 760 783 775 742 773 729 641

.............................................Geosciences 4,154 4,296 4,338 4,174 4,000 3,780 3,627 3,388
...........................................Oceanography 1,306 1,357 1,385 1,476 1,360 1,235 1,150 1,129

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 1,055 1,175 1,309 1,251 1,285 1,167 1,170 1,228

................................Mathematical sciences 10,035 10,250 10,096 9,810 9,213 8,797 8,171 7,810

.....................................Computer sciences 13,035 13,936 13,791 13,127 12,840 13,088 13,541 14,385

...................................Agricultural sciences 6,424 6,454 6,281 6,166 6,158 5,847 5,598 5,400

.............................Biological sciences, total 23,498 24,230 24,920 25,493 25,297 24,737 24,030 23,648
....................................................Anatomy 507 509 517 507 513 557 544 516

..............................................Biochemistry 2,923 2,979 2,979 3,020 2,952 2,826 2,763 2,775
......................................................Biology 5,202 5,253 5,421 5,479 5,315 5,317 5,302 5,090

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 649 727 887 882 872 884 784 1,006
.................................................Biophysics 498 528 533 554 568 567 517 509

.......................................................Botany 1,396 1,397 1,409 1,354 1,202 1,164 1,084 1,025
................................................Cell biology 1,480 1,625 1,714 1,949 2,002 1,969 1,999 1,981

.....................................................Ecology 531 557 565 641 705 662 625 626
...........................Entomology/parasitology 720 714 709 710 698 680 636 645

....................................................Genetics 711 744 811 748 789 799 774 710
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 2,339 2,363 2,388 2,443 2,419 2,325 2,241 2,235

.....................................................Nutrition 991 949 1,004 986 1,012 1,015 876 850
..................................................Pathology 666 656 707 773 751 704 727 666

...........................................Pharmacology 1,230 1,278 1,327 1,400 1,308 1,282 1,287 1,310
.................................................Physiology 1,288 1,295 1,326 1,319 1,394 1,314 1,243 1,182

.....................................................Zoology 1,070 1,101 1,037 987 1,014 920 855 780
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 1,297 1,555 1,586 1,741 1,783 1,752 1,773 1,742

..................................................Psychology 10,957 11,171 11,189 11,131 10,903 10,794 10,846 10,657

...................................Social sciences, total 29,748 31,227 31,286 31,006 30,520 30,127 28,774 27,507
..............................Agricultural economics 1,477 1,512 1,358 1,302 1,314 1,195 1,135 1,103

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 2,123 2,193 2,258 2,384 2,434 2,435 2,368 2,292
................Economics (except agricultural) 7,175 7,343 7,253 7,091 6,844 6,640 6,068 5,865

................................................Geography 1,667 1,851 1,966 2,028 1,869 1,878 1,828 1,761
.................................................Linguistics 1,151 1,025 1,053 997 981 943 827 775

.........................................Political science 9,724 10,444 10,595 10,226 9,889 9,755 9,279 8,840
...................................................Sociology 2,809 2,912 2,766 2,715 2,719 2,689 2,670 2,471

.............................Sociology/anthropology 291 287 308 278 269 258 263 241
...............................Social sciences, other 3,331 3,660 3,729 3,985 4,201 4,334 4,336 4,159

..........................................Engineering, total 61,351 63,762 62,598 59,989 56,278 54,025 53,074 52,777
...............................Aerospace engineering 3,071 3,043 2,971 2,722 2,417 2,293 2,226 2,251
..............................Agricultural engineering 715 714 709 704 679 619 560 545
...............................Biomedical engineering 1,422 1,640 1,685 1,703 1,689 1,678 1,733 1,748

.................................Chemical engineering 4,803 4,849 4,875 4,912 4,734 4,594 4,425 4,209
..........................................Civil engineering 9,309 10,126 9,934 9,855 9,431 8,937 8,361 8,109

..................................Electrical engineering 17,739 18,570 17,926 17,021 15,747 15,441 16,097 16,621
....................................Engineering science 1,182 1,230 1,195 1,145 1,061 883 843 892

......................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 4,556 4,906 4,729 4,612 4,191 4,037 3,977 3,855
..............................Mechanical engineering 10,745 11,297 11,210 10,658 9,993 9,500 9,143 8,840

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 3,316 3,467 3,447 3,268 3,064 2,878 2,806 2,810
....................................Nuclear engineering 935 935 926 880 776 649 586 551

.......................................Engineering, other 3,558 2,985 2,991 2,509 2,496 2,516 2,317 2,346

...........................................Total, health fields 8,450 9,033 9,926 10,753 11,367 12,350 13,138 13,585
.................................................Clinical fields 995 1,040 1,110 1,126 1,111 1,156 1,361 1,325

.............................................Dental sciences 623 684 702 723 726 722 765 796
..........................................................Nursing 468 464 546 609 707 786 899 984

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 1,303 1,213 1,201 1,221 1,192 1,223 1,170 1,203
........Preventive medicine/community health 1,778 1,886 2,114 2,153 2,248 2,281 2,249 2,414

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 506 578 665 690 695 746 785 837
.......................................Veterinary sciences 436 439 372 369 378 384 484 448

.........................................Other health fields 2,341 2,729 3,216 3,862 4,310 5,052 5,425 5,578

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science 
and Engineering 


